
“Gods Spell” – Spencer Barker, Youth Elder
Rejoice, Rejoice. When you think of those words, Rejoice, Rejoice, you think and feel happy. When I hear the word rejoice it brings me back to this fall when the high school drama department put on the musical, Godspell. In Godspell, Jesus frequently mentions the words rejoice, but the show was a time for me to rejoice.  
I learned a lot from Godspell. It wasn’t just memorizing my lines and learning the songs we sang, but it was the gospel stories. I have to admit, I didn’t know most of those stories.  Many people in the cast didn’t know these stories. As I learned dances, songs and working as an ensemble I learned more about the gospel. We learned more about our faith as we worked on the show, and in the end ultimately taught the audience what we had been taught, the gospel. 
Let me tell you of a time that Godspell has helped my faith journey: One Sunday when the Angel Choir sang, I was sitting up in the choir loft and heard Karen mention in her sermon the words “Light of the World.” Now you need to understand that when any of the Godspell cast members hear the words “Light of the World’, “Where are you going?” or ”Day by Day!”, we look at each other and laugh or at times get sad because the show is over. This one Sunday when Karen said “Light of the World”, I snapped my head up and saw Katie Beth looking around the choir for our fellow members of the Godspell cast. I caught her eye and we both smiled. We remember the stories and the teachings. Right then it occurred to me how much faith we had learned outside of the church, outside these four walls!
Faith can not only be taught by your Pastor(s), but also by your Youth Leader, Teacher, Director and even your peers. We are called to learn and teach people about God’s word, about Jesus’ teachings and what living a Christian life is all about. The writers of Godspell wanted to weave Gods Spell on the audience. I have realized that it is my job in this world to spread Gods Spell. Everything we learn in church, we can take and use elsewhere. Blending my faith into a school activity made me realize that students can teach anyone something new.
So what am I really saying? Faith can be taught by anyone and anywere!!
